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Grammar Time But Not Just Grammar

Practical ways to teach grammar appropriately and effectively
In the Primary English classroom

Relatrice: Joanna Carter
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Formazione e aggiornamento docenti Scuola Primaria
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We will look at...

 why we need grammar and what it is
e how to teach grammar with different ages

o practical ideas for the classroom
* * *
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Grammar in the Young Learner
Classroom

A polemic subject in the young learner classroom

« Some experts - grammar has NO place in the Primary classroom
« Why?
« Children under 10 cannot benefit from pedegogical grammars

« Learning grammar is too difficult for children

“Long .mn'
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In this workshop, we will see.....

« there definitely is a place for grammar in the Primary classroom
e not a question of do we or don't we teach it
e question of HOW we teach it

o teacher must adapt to students’ learning needs

/\

/ l:-ll

M=

A (=L

IMPARARE SEMPRE

PEARSON



What does grammar do?

He needs to clean his teeth. She’ 9 clean teeth.

clean teeth

‘Clean your teeth!’
‘Have you got clean teeth?’
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We need grammar to be able to
express different and precise
meanings.
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Just Grammar
Tobe |

I am I'm not
You are You aren’t
He is He isn't
She is She isn't
It is It isn't
We are We aren't

They are They aren’t

You are You aren't
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Grammar iSO.. o006 000 000 O

e much more than lists of labels and rules found in grammar
books

e closely linked to the meaning and use of language

e understood betterin a context

e inter-connected with vocabulary '_;\f_
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Our goal in teaching English.....

e isfor students to be able to use the language
e s for students to communicate through English

e isfor students to learn grammar linked to listening, speaking,
reading and writing
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To understand HOW to teach grammar
we must also understand WHO we are
teaching.
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A question for you!

e What do you think a some of the general characteristics of
young learners?

e Answers in chat
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Characteristics of Young Learners and effect on
learning

Physical energy. Kinaesthetic learners. Learn by doing

e Arelearning first language. Learn L2 in the same way

o Imitate well. Learn ‘ready-made’ phrases easily

e Love songs, chants and games. Are not inhibited

e Motivated through curiosity

e Setting and context is very important for understanding
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Characteristics of Young Learners

e From 6 to 11 years: Enormous cognitive changes and
conceptual development
e 6 o0r7yearsolds: have not perfected reading and writing. Are

not able to analyse language
e 9or10 year olds: can read and write. Can begin to manipulate,

break down, reconstruct and analyse language
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Methodology and Approaches
For Teaching Language and Grammar

Practical activities and lesson plans
Considering characteristics of children

Considering age of children
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Younger Children -Years 1 and 2

e Cannot analyse language

e Do not understand grammar rules and explanations
e Expose to ‘chunks’ of language repeatedly

e Grammar will develop onits own as in L1

e Presentlanguage ‘chunks’ in clear contexts
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Lesson Plan

e Language focus: ‘I’ve got........ >, ‘Have you got...... 2’

e Context: my possessions [school bag [ school objects
(the students are familiar with this vocabulary)

e Agegroup: 6/7 year olds
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Arouse curiosity
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Present the target language chunk
‘'vegota............. ’
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Practice and Drilling

e ‘I’'ve got a pencil.’

o Softly
e Loudly

e Slowly

e fast
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Practice and Drilling

Rhythmic Drill —click fingers or clap hands
e TEACHER: ‘Rubber’

e STUDENTS : ‘I’ve got a rubber’

e TEACHER: ‘Ruler’

e STUDENTS : ‘I’ve got a ruler’

e TEACHER: ‘Sharpener’

e STUDENTS : ‘I've got a sharpener’

Y ,I)\ 'Lnngi.uan"
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Individual Practice

Put all the items back in the bag.

e Invite students to come to the front and pick out an object from the bag
and say ‘I’'ve got a + object.

e With a big class, get the students to come to the front 3 at a time.

e Teacher circulates with the bag and goes to each student’s desk.

I
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Introducing the question form

e Ask 4 ‘strong’ students to come to the front of the class
e Ask each student to take an item from your school bag but NOT show you

e Saytoonestudent ‘Have you got a pencil? Yes? No?

e If the answer is ‘No’, move to the next student and ask the same question.

e Iftheansweris ‘Yes’, move to the next student and ask a different
question, e.g ‘Have you got a sharpener?’




Drilling the question

Divide the class into 2 groups. One half ask the question. The other half
answers. Swap.

e Girls ask/boys answer
e Blue and green eyes ask/brown eyes answer

e Blond hair ask/brown hair answer

. S .
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CUT UP Find your partner

‘Have you got.......?" ‘Yes,l have.” ‘No, | haven't’.
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Class activity to produce ‘Have you got...?

Distribute cards to class. Students MUST NOT show their card.

Students walk around and ask the question ‘Have you got (+item) ?’ to find

their partner.
e They ask question and wait for answer, ‘Yes, | have’ or ‘No, | haven’t’
e When they find their partner they sit down.

e If there are odd numbers of students, put a weak and strong student
together with one card.

BT
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With this lesson we can teach grammar...........

e without explaining difficult rules

e by simply using ‘chunk’s of language

e in afunctional and communicative way

e by using the students’ capacity to ‘learn by doing’.

“Longman
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Format for a good grammar lesson
Any age, any level

PRESENTATION
PRACTICE
PRODUCTION

PPP
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Grammar Presentation Stage

The teacher presents the new language or grammar in
a context that is familiar and relevant to children

A 'Lnngw.nan'
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GRAMMAR PRESENTATION
WITH REALIA

- &

Ny Name Label 37

@
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e
@ Listen and sing.
| 4 w Who is itz Who is it?
A |

Who is it? N e

GRAMMAR PRESENTATION
WITH SONGS AND CHANTS

Have you got long hair?
Yes, | have. Yes, | have,
Have you got a small nose?
Yes, | have.
Have you got red hair?
No, | haven't. No, | haven't.

& Have you got green eyes?

Our Discovery Island

Yes, | have,

Have you got a long neck?
Yes, | have. Yes, | have! F h
Have you got big teeth? . it

Yes, | have,

& ) [ nose g &
Have you got a long neck?
Yes, I have.
Have you got a big nose?
No, I haven't.
= p.77
Have you got No. I haven't.
‘ long hair? 4. -
,;l;':-; ‘.' o : e é‘r’ . ! 2 >
g2k '\ ) Yes, Have you got § ‘(=" & 3
s I have., green eyes? i b . j
I8 - ,A’NG\)\‘\\
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GRAMMAR PRESENTATION WITH PICTURES

» WARM CLOTHES

»0

= " Dt
3 (L) Listen, point and repeat. m———
f My clothes coliege
1 200 Listen and say. ; | %)
10 Listen ay. Copy. R
@ Key Woros
1 trousers 7 jumper
2) shirt 8 gloves
3) coat 9 socks
4 hat 10 tracksuit
S jeans ) shoes
6 boots 12 trainers

2 Find a brown
book in unit 1.

What is
this?

4101 Listen and choose.
What are
these?

........

1. True 3 True
False False

2 True 4 True

~ 5(110) Go to page 98 and sing the song. False kglee

thirteen

L 13
Top Secret H
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Grammar Presentation Stage

Activities
e REALIA « PUPPETS
« SONGS « TPR
« PICTURES « CHANTS
« STORIES « RHYMES
« PHOTOS e LIM

« FLASHCARDS

. l i
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Grammar Practice Stage

e Thelanguage and grammar is practiced in a very
controlled way

e Thefocusis on good pronunciation and accuracy, i.e.
the correct word order and correct form

Long .um'
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Grammar Practice Stage

ACTIVITIES

Fun drills

Mini dialogues

Matching words to pictures
Completing written sentences

ol
[ ‘ 'Lnngi;mn{
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Grammar Production Stage

e Students make the l[anguage their own
e Workin pairs or groups and communicate
e Use thelanguage in a less controlled way

e Focus on fluency

[ ‘ 'Lnngi;mn{
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Grammar Production Stage

Activities

Find your partner (as in the school object lesson)
Find someone who.....?

Conducting a survey

Information gap fill

Writing a story

Students writing about themselves

A 'Lnngw.nan'
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Students in the 5° Year

e (Can understand written rules about language and talk about
language in more ‘technical’ terms

e Teacher needs to adapt language and grammar lessons to
assist this development

o Will help the students with transition from 5" year of Primary
to 15t year of Scuola Media

e Style of teaching language is more ‘academic’ and cognitively
challenging

i
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Brewster and Ellis

‘teachers can most usefully contribute to children’s understanding
of grammar by using form-focusing techniques in meaningful
and interesting contexts in which pupils are involved actively.

Without the acquisition of basic sentence patterns and attention
to the form of language, problems with basic structures, and
consequently accuracy, will continue..’
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GRAMMAR TIME

o Presents grammar through very
clear contexts in the form of
cartoon strip dialogues

e Presents ‘grammar rules’ in a
very ‘child —friendly’ way with
easy to understand explanations

e Practices grammar through a
variety of written exercises that
concentrate on form as well as
meaning

« Can be easily integrated into the
lesson or even used
autonomously by the student at
home

IMPARARE SEMPRE PEARSON
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GRAMMAR TIME

@ forma negativa e interrogativa

Corky, this is my uncle
James. He's a pilot.

Do you fly
planes, too?

No, | don't,
Corky. I'm a vet.

forma negativa

|
You

He / She / It

We
You
They

risposte brevi

|
you

Yes, he /she /it

No,
we

you
they

IMPARARE SEMPRE

do not

Does he fly a
big plane?

| don't talk
to vets!

Sorry, Uncle Bert. Corky
doesn't like vets!

forma interrogativa
|

don't B you
gg::?t fly a plane2 Does he /she /it  fly a plane?
like vets2 like vets2
we
i S
they
» La forma negativa del present simple si
do. costruisce con |'ausiliare do seguito dalla
don't. negazione not e dalla forma base del verbo.
does. » Alla terza persona singolare, do not (don’t)
doesn't. diventa does not (doesn't).
» La forma interrogativa si costruisce con
do. ) do/does seguito dal soggetto e dalla forma
don't. base del verbo.

6

7

Cerchia la forma negativa corretta in ogni frase.
1 Corky don't /@oesn Dlike vets.
2 Vets don't / doesn’t fly planes.
3 We don't / doesn't eat strawberries.
4 She don't / doesn’t wear jeans.
5 You don't / doesn't read comics.
6 The door don't / doesn't open with this key.
7 He don't / doesn't play computer games.
8 | don't / doesn’t watch TV in the evening.
Osserva i disegni e la tabella, poi completa le frasi.
N P58
John Harry and Emm
(student) (Maths teacher) (vets)
Friday
morning go to school | teach Maths | help sick animals
afternoon | play football paint pictures play tennis
evening watch TV cook dinner go out with friends
1
.He plays..... football in. the afternoon.
2
3 riends in the afternoon?
4 .. : '
5 pictures in the evening?
shvanminaans Sheasmiss pictUreSansnvaninnansasg
& sick animals in the evening?
They +o10 O VI ERES, ssonsmssssmmmmssmmisarssssss .
Scrivi domande e risposte, come nell’esempio.
1 you/getup .DO.YOU et UP  at seven o'clocke Yes, 190: ...
2 they / drink juice in the morning? No, they s
3 you / like cherries? [ [o 1] FSRE———
4 they /take ... . the bus every day? Yes, they ..
5 you / do your homework ... in the evening? Yes, | ..o

PEARSON




PRODUCTION STAGE ACTIVITY

What do you do on Saturday?

Do you...... NAME NAME NAME NAME NAME
play
football?
do your
homework?
g0 to the
Cinema?
eat a
pizza?

get up at 7
o’Clock

go
swimming?

e e L S ©f=
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PRODUCTION STAGE

Write about your Saturday.

e RS :
After breakfast

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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GRAMMAR TIME

& |

imperativo + can (permesso) (10)

imperativo 2  Softo clascun disegno frascrivi I'imperativo glusto.

Lock at the camera, Dave.
Bricn, stand behind Corky's

OK. The camera is ready.
Don't move, Davel

chairl Corky, wake upl

@

1 .Don't cry!

5 ] 7 8
a Don'tsit therel e Take anumbrella.
b Don't talkl F Wash your handsl
@ c Don't close the door, please! g Ber'tert @
d Eat your spinachl h Listen to thisl

3 Riordina le parole e scrivile frasi, come nell'esemplo.
1 window / the / to/ Ge| G20 the window!
2 book /your/ Read |
2 two [ Wiite / names |
4 on/ Sit / chair / the |
5 your / Drink / milk |
& your [ Eat/ spinach |

forma affermativa forma negafiva
Warteh outl | FCi/ Fate Do n?f Non muovertil / 4 Sceglill verbo affermativo (+) o negativo () e completa le fras.
atterzione! (Don't) movel Nen muovetevil

take v eper X sitx takx helpv  listeny washe eatx
d

B

... the window. It's cold.

.... e, please. | can't do this exercise.
....| Listen to the teacherl

your face. You've got chocolate on it.
herel It's Ben's chair.

e s @ PHOTE of Pater.
to this songl It's great!

... this cake. It's too sweetl

* L'imperativo si usa per dire o ordinare a qualcune difare
qualcosa e si forma con l'infinite del verbo, senza to.

+ La forma negativa & preceduta da do not o don't.

+ Limperativo si coniuga solo alla seconda persona [you) che
in italicone cormisponde a tu e avoi [vedi tabella, es. 1).

Here's my camera.

0O~ 0~ Un b 0 b —
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PRACTICE STAGE- Students complete school rules
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PRODUCTION STAGE
Students write their own crazy rules

OURRULES
Gtahd on the desk

pon’t do homework
Play computer games
Don’t sit onh the Chairs
Study skatepboarding

o £ WL
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PRACTICE STAGE
Give and follow instructions in pairs

@ % Open your mouth! ) (Count to five.k’

e count / to five

* sit down

* take off / shoes
* touch / nose

e say / ‘Hello’

e open / mouth

* close / eyes

* write / name

e say / ‘Goodbye’
e stand up

XA =EK
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PRODUCTION STAGE
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Prossimo appuntamento:
17 aprile

“"Fare matematica: incontrare i numeri”

Relatrice: Sonia Sorgato
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Informazioni utili

- Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno
inviati via e-mail

- Riceverete inoltre un‘e-mail contenente
le istruzioni per scaricare, dal sito
Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi
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Spazio Scuola Primaria
il portale per i docenti della Scuola primaria

PEARSON

CHI SIAMO (Al Home  Aree Disciplinart 2 CUO
CATALOGO

OFFERTA DIGITALE >

PEARSON ACADEMY »

i 0 §Cyold Primaria @ al Contenuti disciplinari
- Esercitazioni e materiali

SERVIZI

CONTATTI > 2< A f d . .

—— abbiamo costruito un progetto pprO on Imentl

Uteracy | GmlPrginelnglogn T :

Le competenze

Consigli di lettura Formazione

http://www.pearson.it/scuola-primaria

v
Catalogo : v
v
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Pearson Academy su Facebook

e Pearson Academy
ACADEMY
Insegnare nel XXI secolo

Se avete suggerimenti o
suggestioni che volete condividere,
PEARSON potete andare sulla pagina

Pearson Academy - Italia « Like | | Message # 7 :
113 es -  toling sbou tis acepoo |
Publisher iello Bafsan : !
Pearson ¢ la casa editrice leader a livello mondiale nel campo dell’istruzione e della | '99’"’ S8
formazione. ﬁ 1 1 3 A Milan
lgevano Lodi
About - Suggest an Edit Photos Likes Map
“Pearson Academy - Italia”
: P alla
ﬂ Pearson Academy - Italia Timeline ¥ Recent ¥ | o4 Like y
Pearson Academy - Italia shared a link. Pearson Academy - Italia shared a link.
2 December @ 2 December
L'innovazione tecnologica arriva anche in Italia Anche in Ttalia entrano in classe i tablet.

#InsegnareOggi

L'esperienza della 2A della scucla media Buonarroti di Roma.
#0sservatorio

Innovazione tecnologica nella scuola:
70.000 LIM, 1.200 dassi 2.0 e 36 scuole
2.0 | Orizzonte...

www.orizzontescuola.it

Tablet e e-board entrano in dasse
«Per studiare, niente videogiochi=
www.corriere.it

Innovazione tecnologica nella scuola: 70.000

Al via il tto «Smart Future= li
LIM, 1.200 classi 2.0 e 36 scuole 2.0 1l processo i s s o

allievi della 2A della scuola media
Buonarroti di Roma.

Like - Comment - Share

Like - Comment - Share

Pearson Academy - Italia

1 December Pearson Academy - Italia shared a link.

30 November
#IpseDidt

I problemi dell'educazione sone gli stessi in tutto il monde.
Jeff Borden, direttore del centro per I'apprendimento online, ci
racconta |a sua esperienza in Arabia Saudita.

#NotizieDalMondo /"Ide\)\“\\
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Thank you for your attention!

Longman
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