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We will look at…

• why we need grammar and what it is

• how to teach grammar with different ages

• practical ideas for the classroom



Grammar in the Young Learner 
Classroom

• A polemic subject in the young learner classroom

• Some experts - grammar has NO place in the Primary classroom

• Why?

• Children under 10 cannot benefit from pedegogical grammars 

• Learning grammar is too difficult for children



In this workshop, we will see…..

• there definitely is a place for grammar in the Primary classroom

• not a question of do we or don’t we teach it

• question of HOW we teach it 

• teacher must adapt to students’ learning needs



clean teeth 
He needs to clean his teeth. She’s got clean teeth.

He’s cleaning his teeth.
I clean my teeth everyday.

‘Clean your teeth!’

‘Have you got clean teeth?’

What does grammar do?



We need grammar to be able to 
express different and precise

meanings.



Just Grammar
To be

I am I’m not

You are You aren’t

He is He isn’t

She is She isn’t

It is It isn’t

We are We aren’t

They are They aren’t

You are You aren’t

What does 
it mean?



Grammar is………….

• much more than lists of labels and rules found in grammar 

books

• closely linked to the meaning and use of language

• understood better in a context

• inter-connected with vocabulary

We are happy!



Our goal in teaching English…..

• is for students to be able to use the language

• is for students to communicate through English

• is for students to learn grammar linked to listening, speaking, 

reading and writing



To understand HOW to teach grammar 
we must also understand WHO we are 

teaching.



A question for you!

• What do you think a some of the general characteristics of 

young learners?

• Answers in chat



Characteristics of Young Learners and effect on 
learning

• Physical energy. Kinaesthetic learners. Learn by doing

• Are learning first language. Learn  L2  in the same way

• Imitate  well. Learn ‘ready-made’ phrases easily

• Love songs, chants and games. Are not inhibited

• Motivated  through curiosity 

• Setting and context is very important for understanding



Characteristics of Young Learners

• From 6 to 11 years: Enormous cognitive changes and 

conceptual development

• 6 or 7 years olds: have not  perfected reading and writing. Are 

not able to analyse language

• 9 or 10 year olds: can read and write. Can begin to manipulate, 

break down, reconstruct and analyse language



Methodology and Approaches
For Teaching Language and Grammar

Practical activities and lesson plans

Considering characteristics of children

Considering age of children
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Younger Children -Years 1 and 2

• Cannot analyse language

• Do not understand grammar rules and explanations

• Expose to ‘chunks’ of language  repeatedly

• Grammar will develop on its own as in L1

• Present language ‘chunks’ in clear contexts



Lesson Plan

• Language focus:  ‘I’ve  got……..’ , ‘Have you got……?’

• Context :   my possessions  /school bag / school objects

(the students are familiar with this vocabulary)

• Age group:   6/7 year olds     



Arouse curiosity

What’s this?

It’s my school 
bag. 

What’s inside?

Let’s look!



Present the target language chunk

‘I’ve got a ………….’



Practice and Drilling

• ‘I’ve got a pencil.’ 

• Softly

• Loudly

• Slowly

• fast



Practice and Drilling

Rhythmic Drill –click fingers or clap hands

• TEACHER :  ‘Rubber’

• STUDENTS : ‘I’ve got a rubber’

• TEACHER : ‘Ruler’

• STUDENTS : ‘I’ve got a ruler’

• TEACHER :  ‘Sharpener’

• STUDENTS :  ‘I’ve got a sharpener’



Individual Practice

• Put all the items back in the bag. 

• Invite students to come to the front and pick out an object from the bag 

and say ‘I’ve got a + object.

• With a big class, get the students to come to the front 3 at a time.

• Teacher circulates with the bag and goes to each student’s desk.



Introducing the question form

• Ask 4 ‘strong’ students to come to the front of the class 

• Ask each student to take an item from your school bag but NOT show you

• Say to one student  ‘Have you got a pencil? Yes? No? 

• If the answer is ‘No’, move to the next student and ask the same question. 

• If the answer is ‘Yes’, move to the next student and ask a different 

question, e.g  ‘Have you got a sharpener?’



Drilling the question

• Divide the class into 2 groups. One half ask the question. The other half 

answers. Swap.

• Girls ask/boys answer

• Blue and green eyes ask/brown eyes answer

• Blond hair ask/brown hair answer





Class activity to produce ‘Have you got…?

• Distribute cards  to  class. Students MUST NOT show their card.

• Students walk around and ask the question ‘Have you got (+item) ?’ to find 

their partner. 

• They ask question and wait for answer, ‘Yes, I have’ or ‘No, I haven’t’

• When they find their partner they sit down.

• If there are odd numbers of students,  put a weak and strong student 

together with one card.



With this lesson we can teach grammar………..

• without explaining  difficult rules

• by simply using ‘chunk’s of language

• in a functional and communicative way

• by using the students’ capacity to ‘learn by doing’.



Format for a good grammar lesson
Any age, any level

PRESENTATION

PRACTICE

PRODUCTION

PPP



Grammar Presentation Stage

The teacher presents the new language or grammar in 

a context that is familiar and relevant to children



GRAMMAR  PRESENTATION  

WITH REALIA



Our Discovery Island

GRAMMAR  PRESENTATION

WITH SONGS AND CHANTS



GRAMMAR PRESENTATION  WITH  PICTURES

Top Secret 



Grammar Presentation Stage
Activities

• REALIA

• SONGS

• PICTURES

• STORIES

• PHOTOS

• FLASHCARDS

• PUPPETS

• TPR 

• CHANTS

• RHYMES

• LIM



Grammar Practice Stage

• The language and grammar is practiced in a very 

controlled way

• The focus is on good pronunciation and accuracy, i.e. 

the correct word order and correct form



Grammar Practice Stage 

ACTIVITIES

Fun drills

Mini dialogues 

Matching words to pictures

Completing written sentences



Grammar Production Stage

• Students make the language their own

• Work in pairs or groups and communicate

• Use the language in a less controlled way

• Focus on fluency



Grammar Production Stage

Activities

Find your partner (as in the school object lesson) 

Find someone who.....? 

Conducting a survey

Information gap fill

Writing a story

Students writing about themselves



Students in the 5° Year

• Can understand written rules about language and talk about 

language in more ‘technical’ terms

• Teacher needs to adapt language and grammar lessons to 

assist this development

• Will  help the students with  transition from 5th year of Primary 

to  1st year of Scuola Media

• Style of teaching language is more ‘academic’ and cognitively 

challenging



Brewster and Ellis

‘teachers can most usefully contribute to children’s understanding 

of grammar by using form-focusing techniques in meaningful 

and interesting contexts in which pupils are involved actively. 

Without the acquisition of basic sentence patterns and attention 

to the form of language, problems with basic structures, and 

consequently accuracy, will continue..’



GRAMMAR TIME

• Presents grammar through very 

clear contexts in the form of 

cartoon strip dialogues

• Presents ‘grammar rules’ in a 

very ‘child –friendly’ way with  

easy to understand explanations

• Practices grammar through a 

variety of written exercises that 

concentrate on form as well as 

meaning

• Can be easily integrated into the 

lesson or even used 

autonomously by the student at 

home



GRAMMAR TIME



PRODUCTION STAGE ACTIVITY



PRODUCTION STAGE



GRAMMAR TIME



PRACTICE STAGE– Students complete school rules



PRODUCTION STAGE 
Students write their own crazy rules

OUR RULES
1. Stand on the desk
2. Don’t do homework
3. Play computer games
4. Don’t sit on the chairs
5. Study skateboarding



PRACTICE STAGE 
Give and follow instructions in pairs



PRODUCTION STAGE 



Prossimo appuntamento:

17 aprile

“Fare matematica: incontrare i numeri”

Relatrice: Sonia Sorgato



Informazioni utili

• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno 
inviati via e-mail

• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente 
le istruzioni per scaricare, dal sito 
Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi 



Spazio Scuola Primaria
il portale per i docenti della Scuola primaria

Contenuti disciplinari 

Esercitazioni e materiali 

Approfondimenti

Consigli di lettura Formazione

http://www.pearson.it/scuola-primaria



Pearson Academy su Facebook

Se avete suggerimenti o 

suggestioni che volete condividere, 

potete andare sulla pagina 

facebook di

“Pearson Academy – Italia”



Thank you for your attention!


